
  Meet Fifth Grade Teacher Mrs. Hoehlein 
 
My name is Ginny Hoehlein, and I want to welcome you to fifth grade at Potter Road. Fifth grade is the 

ultimate experience in elementary school. I promise that your child will be excited to learn, will like to be 

challenged and importantly, will be prepared for middle school by year’s end. I team-teach with Stephanie 

Sidebottom and together, we are the Gold Team. Your child spends half the day with me and the other half 

with Mrs. S.. 

 

This is my fifteenth year teaching fifth grade at Potter Road School. I love teaching fifth graders because they 

are curious, funny and make me think and learn each and every day. I keep an Australian tree frog in our 

class named Alexander Hamilton. He is lovingly referred to as simply “Hamilton.” Much like the real Alexander 

Hamilton, his favorite subject is writing! A pen is a powerful weapon, and that man used it well. Our Hamilton’s 

favorite reading genre is historical fiction.... of course! (Mine too!) 

 

Teaching fifth grade is a new adventure each and every year. That is what motivates me and excites me. Who 

knows what we might discover, either at home or at school? Who knows what will happen in the world that will 

stop us in our tracks and make us think, cringe or jump for joy! When I recall my own fifth grade year in the 

1960’s, it was history and the stories of the past that hooked me: women like Marie Antoinette and Eleanor 

Roosevelt, the 13 colonies and without a doubt, the Salem Witch Trials. I imagined living in those time periods, 

wearing those clothes and yes, being accused of witchcraft! I kept thinking, did this really happen? I still do! 

History is the ultimate time travel story. 

 

Reading is your child’s golden ticket to gain knowledge about the past, the present and even the future. In 

the process, your child will discover what matters most to him or her and why? Our classroom is chock full of 

books in every conceivable genre and topic. I make it my mission to continually update my collection each 

year. I enjoy meeting authors and connecting them to my students. By far, the greatest joy for me as a 

teacher is sharing read alouds with my students. Those stories and characters step into our lives and never 

leave. They plant a long and lasting memory that will link us for life. 

 

On a personal note, I have been married to Jack Hoehlein, for over  37 years. We both grew up on Long Island 

outside of New York City. We spent ten years living in Chicago, when our four kids were growing up. Today 

they are no longer children, but adults, out and about in the world. Lauren and her husband Steve live in 

Charlestown, blocks from the Bunker Hill monument. SO cool! My year old granddaughter Vivian Margaret is 

learning her history already. My son Jimmy is also married and lives with his wife Taryn in NYC. She is a 

science teacher. Katie (Jimmy’s twin) lives across the world in Shanghai. Our entire family is heading to 

Thailand this summer for her wedding. . Lastly, Emily lives in Framingham and works in Boston. Ferris, her 

Siamese cat lives with us.  

 

When not reading and doing teacher work, I run. I run to feel free. I run to discover. I run to THINK. I began 

running in 1978 in Greenwich Village. Last fall marked my 40th year of running. The first time I passed 

through Framingham was running the Boston Marathon in 1993. I never imagined I would one day move to 

MA and teach fifth grade in Framingham. Life is full of surprises. I am hoping to run the Portland Marathon 

this fall. 


